EDUCATION 298C -  FALL 2006 

Art in the Elementary Classroom (guitar)

 1 semester unit - Grading option S/U only 
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Instructor:        Della Peretti

Guest Artists: Quinn Fitzpatrick, Jessica Baron Turner, Linh Nguyen, Rick Kleine, Prerequisite:    Enrollment in a credential program in the GSE
Office hours:   by appointment and mini-consultations during class

Contact:             Email: dperetti@berkeley.edu
                       Phone: (510) 642-8624 


Schedule

· Monday evenings 6:30 – 9:30  Dates: [  ]

· Introductions and planning

· Guitar lessons, learning centers, guest speakers, films, mini-lessons, materials review, group work on course assignments.

· Student presentations: [dates]


Course Overview
· The goal of this experimental course is to help you to develop a participatory music program to address the California Academic Content Standards in your elementary classroom.  
· This course will use the standards in (Visual and) Performing Arts and Social Studies as its primary basis but processes learned should be transferable to incorporating music into any content area.  It will be taught in workshop/learning centers format with time for completing assignments in class. 
· There will be periodic guest speakers as well as impromptu mini-presentations by class members.  
· The last 2 mandatory class sessions will be devoted to student presentations.

Readings

Required readings:  California Academic Content Standards in Visual and Performing Arts and in History/Social Science

Additional readings and resources will be contributed by the instructors and by members of the class and distributed as appropriate (photocopied or electronically).   


Course Requirements

Prerequisites – enrollment in a guitar class or ability to play basic guitar.

Required Assignments – in each case, be aware of how teaching for understanding will be enhanced by the use of music.

1. Find out what the children in your placement are listening to.  What music, if any, are they hearing at home?  How many of the children you are working with are learning to play an instrument? Do they song in a choir?  Make a table of your findings and write a 1-page paper explaining how you can use this information in your teaching and in completing other requirements for this class.  (Keep in mind that you can later adapt this process to learn about your students’ habits/practices in reading, television or cinema viewing, other art forms, after school activities, etc.) 

2. Sign up for the grade level (K-6) of your choice and analyze its curriculum in history/social science and in music (hard copies of the California Academic Content Standards will be available in class as well as on line). Identify the Big Ideas and meet with others at your grade level to determine how to apportion the work of collecting songs (with guitar chords) that will underpin your social studies curriculum. Be sure that your selections relate to and expand upon what you learned in #1 above. Create a chapter for your grade level to contribute to a DTE songbook that supports the teaching of the California social studies curriculum. You can use existing lyrics or change the lyrics of existing songs. We will collectively decide upon the format for each chapter and provide a template so they are consistent. Each student is expected to contribute a minimum 3 songs and you should collaborate in planning so that there is good coverage of the standards.

3. Teach a song to children (in your current or previous placement class or elsewhere). Submit a paragraph about the experience.

4. Teach a song to this guitar class.

5. Make a class set of rhythm instruments (20).  Materials and instructions will be provided in class.

6. Prepare a presentation for the class either individually or as a group on the part of this course that you most want to share.  The last 2 weeks will be devoted to sharing what you have learned.

7. Ongoing: bring in resources to share – songs to sing together, articles, books, CDs, instruments, video or audio tapes and we will have a center in the classroom where you can review them during class. 

Plus one item from each category below:

I. CLASSROOM RESOURCES

· Make a CD for your classroom of music (from any source) that you can use during transition periods.   
· Select a different song for each month. 
· You can organize these any way you like. You can have each month represent a period in the history of classical music.  You can have each month represent a different country from selected continent.  You can have each month represent a decade of American popular music, etc. 
· Decide what you will be attempting to teach by using this music during transitions. Will you want to children to sing along as they clean up or exit the classroom?  Do you prefer that they be silent and just listen to instrumental music? What will you want them to know about the music by the end of the term?

· Make a class set of wind and/or string instruments or rhythm, or percussion instruments of a different type than those made in the assignment above OR make a variety of instruments that can be used in your class. 

· Burn a CD with the songs from #3 above (either from recordings or sung by members of your group)

II. 
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES 


Write a 1-page analysis of your experience

· Attend and critique an elementary school assembly and describe a musical contribution that you might make to a similar assembly.

· Plan an assembly, buddy meeting, or parent event related to your students’ participation in music/guitar.

· Attend a musical performance that is designed for children or families. Analyze the experience from the point of view of the child.

· Attend a museum exhibit related to the work of this course.

· Visit a commercial outlet that sells guitar/music supplies and explore resources/discounts available for teachers and children

III.  REFERENCE RESOURCES

· Make an annotated bibliography of music resources for children.

· Pick a 2nd area of the content standards  (see #1 above) and find music to support instruction for a specific grade level.

· Put together a collection of art prints to accompany the music you selected in #3 that illustrates the period or geographical location of the songs you selected.

· Create a web site for this course to archive information

OR

 IV.  Create your own assignment to be pre-approved by the professor.

Grading Criteria

To receive a passing grade you must:

· Attend all sessions including the final two sessions and participate actively (25%). 
· Complete all required work in a manner that demonstrates that you are prepared to integrate music making in your own classroom (25%).  
· Show that the use of music must enhance conceptual learning in the content area (50%).  

See attached checklist (below).

GUITAR  -  Spring 2006

Course Requirements Checklist

	
	Required



	
	1. Student music preferences survey

	
	2. Social studies songbook contribution (3+ songs per person)

	
	3. Teach a song to children and describe the experience.

	
	4. Prepare a class set of rhythm instruments.

	
	5. Class presentation 

	
	6. Contribute music resources to class:   



	
	And at least one item in each of the following areas:



	
	Classroom Resources

	
	School and Community Resources

	
	Reference Resources

	
	OR

	
	Create your own assignment (must have instructor approval)


Name:

Attendance self-report – please submit at the end of the semester.

Please indicate the dates on which you were present at guitar class

	date
	Indicate whether you were present (P) or absent (Absent)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	mid-point evaluations

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	presentations

	
	presentations
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