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First class begins for teachers who want to learn to INTEGRATE MUSIC WITH guitars in their classrooms
CITY, STATE, MONTH DATE, 2006:  Educators and child care providers with little or no musical background can learn to use guitars and singing in their classrooms. The purpose of Guitars in the Classroom (GITC) is to support and encourage teachers who want to integrate the use of music in their class rooms. Many teachers around the country are now using the instrument to reinforce spelling, rhyming patterns, vocabulary words, history lessons, and math and science facts after taking a Guitars in the Classroom course. The program is free to teachers and if they do not have a guitar, one is provided for them (on loan) along with instruction to get them playing and singing simple songs that can be used in their classroom.

Largely by word of mouth, GITC has fanned out from its California base, spawning programs in nearly two dozen states. Regional coordinators and instructors, usually music specialists or local guitarists, train over 2000 classroom teachers each year. Jessica Baron started the GITC program in 1998 largely in response to frustrations voiced by teachers in the California schools where she worked as a music specialist. 
GITC’s founder and executive director points out that such creative approaches as using a guitar often work wonders with “unconventional learners, anxious children, kids with disabilities, and kids who are not fluent in English”— the same students, she says, who are marginalized by the current focus on standardization. The 46-year-old educator, who has a bachelor’s degree in child development, a master’s in clinical psychology, and began teaching guitar at age 12 saw the problem this way: “Regular classroom teachers wanted to add music to the school day, but most lacked the training to do so. Meanwhile, money for classes provided by music educators was—and still is—tight.” “GITC was built around guitars because they are portable and relatively inexpensive and—perhaps most important—‘they carry social currency’. They immediately transform teachers to the status of rock star,” she explains. What sets GITC apart from other school-based guitar programs are the teachers it trains. More than half “have never picked up a guitar, or they have and gave it up.” Some are “start-againers,” former players who abandoned their guitars years before.

From the start, GITC has been the beneficiary of philanthropic music companies such as Godin Guitar and string maker J. D’Addario. This year, the program’s budget ballooned after receiving grants from NAMM, the International Music Products Association and GAMA, the Guitar and Accessories Marketing Association.
Starting DAY, MONTH DATE in CITY, STATE, teachers in this area can join Guitars in the Classroom. Classes to be held LOCATION. Classes will continue for XX weeks and be taught by INSTRUCTOR”S NAME.

Teachers can enroll by calling CONTACT NUMBER or sending an email to ROGRAM COORDINATOR– EMAIL . There will be space for about 24 teachers in the first class so those interested should be sure to contact GITC and sign up for the class as soon as possible. 
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