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Asking children to "help me learn" to use a guitar in the classroom worked well.  Using a song that used only 1 chord -- open G -- was a good way to start and enabled me to focus on teaching the song and managing the class.  It was scary and embarrassing at first to sing solo but I persevered and I felt less embarrassed when the class was singing with me.  I wish I had prepared more songs because they were really into the music.  I got stuck on closure and didn't know how to transition back to other activities.  It built my confidence to push through and do this.

The experience of bringing a guitar into a classroom in a school that has very few resources was amazing for me and my students.  GITC helped me to ease my anxiety about singing in the classroom and created some very memorable moments.  Linking to 4th grade Open Court, I taught Follow the Drinking Gourd, a song about survival.  Printed out the words for the students, discussed meaning first, had another DTE student join me in a guitar duet and that made it easier.  It felt like liberation from our rigid schedule.  Now the kids are always asking when I'll bring my guitar again.

Wrote out lyrics on chart paper with icons at the end of each line to indicate tapping (high, low).  Great way to regroup and calm the class down.

I used songs that connected with the curriculum in my placement and also used music while subbing.  The children were stunned to see me pull out a guitar and were more interested in the fact that I play it than in the song.  The best part was making new connections with children who have guitars in their lives. 

They didn’t feel comfortable singing along with me at first.  I did several songs related to the curriculum (tooth brushing/dentist, peanuts/George Washington Carver, overcoming fears/I am not afraid sung to tune of “I’m on my Way”).

Subbing in 5th grade, and 50 nifty and some of the kids already knew it.  I calmed a wild kid with a contest to see who could sing it faster.

Subbing in a 2nd grade that was completing a Wizard of Oz unit allowed me to use c . . . “to the Land of Oz.”   they were able to contribute lyrics based on what they had just learned.  

GITC liberated me to use what I already knew to enhance my teaching.   

I taught music under 2 different circumstances – first as relief from so many rainy day recesses, without the guitar, camp songs, call and response style.  The other way was with the guitar to enhance the lessons about CA Missions.  I used the original song “I’m on my Way” in call and response fashion so they could get the tune.  Then I placed my revised version on the overhead.  The children were interested in the function of the letters (chords) above the lines so I gave a quick lesson on the guitar, demonstrating the chords that were in the song, talking about the different parts of the guitar and showing the function of the pick and the capo, moving it along the neck to show the effect.  I was nervous but strummed my way through it.  Then we counted the syllables per line and talked about what they needed to do to make a song for their missions, using their notes.  One group chose to translate their song into Spanish.  It was an amazing experience for me and the children. 

I have never felt confident with playing music or singing, let along doing all of this in front of 2 adults and 32 kids.  “I strummed my way through it, sang my way through it, and the kids listened so amazingly, sang along and wrote their own songs.  In the end, some even shared their songs.  “S,” who speaks very quietly when sharing in class was trying to share his song.  The class couldn’t hear him and asked for him to speak louder.  With the rhythm of the song, he spoke louder than ever before in front of his peers.”

I brought my guitar in for the 1st time during my 3-day solo (1st grade).  I used it for numerous purposes throughout the day and found it to be very useful.  It was a great signal for quiet and attention.  I used it to strum their names during attendance, which was very sweet and gave me the confidence to let go and get silly with the guitar.  When we sang our calendar and weather songs, I strummed to their singing.  They sang with enthusiasm and in their best singing voices.  It was quite lovely to give the daily routine a different feel.  For the Philippines unit we talked about the geography, language, money, culture, the flag,  food (mangoes) and sang a song in Tagalog.  
During transition times we played freeze dance to allow the students some movement.  I strummed away on the guitar and they danced and laughed.  The guitar was very versatile throughout the day.  They didn’t care if I sang or played out of tune and seemed to always appreciate anything. Now that I have crossed over by bringing my guitar into my classroom, I will continue to do so.  

I taught Bazooka Bubble Gum as the opening and closing to a lesson in math on the value of coins.  This gave them the opportunity to move and get involved in the lesson.  The call and response method was good as I could run through it a few times until I thought that they could do it on their own.  The poster I made to help with the lyrics also helped as they could refer to it as they were singing.  They also used the poster to sing on their own – a few girls ran in from recess to see what came after the nickel!  It was helpful for the ELL students as well, providing a visual for the vocabulary we were saying aloud.  Also to explain what a collar was since not everyone knew. I was impressed with how quickly they remembered the song and how it has lingered with the class.

I taught Imagine by John Lennon.  I asked them to close their eyes and imagine something they didn’t like in the world – a problem that they wish they could eliminate and what the world would be like without that problem.  I wrote on the board:  “Imagine there’s no  . . . “  I had them share with tablemates and had a leader share out.  I got a wide range of answers from broccoli to Al Qaeda.  As a follow up my master teacher did an art activity where they traced outlines of their heads and drew images of the imagined world inside.

I told them that John Lennon had written a song in which he imagined a world free of problems, passed out the lyrics and had the students read along as we listened to a recording of the song.  Next I played and sang the 1st verse and chorus.  I was really nervous, my voice shaky and quiet, but tried not to show it. I asked the class to join me, counting to 4.  The students’ faint voices joined in but it wasn’t the loud singing I had hoped to hear.  I asked for questions and feedback afterwards and my favorites are:

Ms X, can you teach me guitar?  I have taken guitar before and I know how hard it is.  I’d like it a little louder and faster. (me:  I’d like it louder and faster too but unfortunately this is as fast as I can go right now – but I am practicing!]  After class several students came up and said they liked the song and requested more singing together and I agreed.  The most telling comments were from the paraprofessional and the mt who were impressed and thanked me for being brave enough to sing and play in front of the group.  My mt said that he is still struggling with singing and staying in tune at the same time but that I inspired him to give it a try.  Most of all, the experience reminded me of how terrified adults can be to sing in public.  I hope that bringing guitars in the classroom and staying confident and relaxed, even through the mistakes, will help the students keep music in a positive light as they grow up.

1st grade class – I teach science 2x/week.  We learned the parts of plants  and their functions to the tune Farmer in the Dell.  Sitting on the carpet in a circle, I played the song.  We read the lyrics 3 times together.  Then they sang along with the music.  The first few times were rocky but by the 5th or 6th time they were swaying and clapping to the beat.  The next time we created motions to go with the song – lyrics on board and modeled the gestures while reading words.  The students were excited to sing numerous times with the motions. Music helped the students to feel comfortable explaining the functions of plant parts and they were proud of their work. They were eager to learn more songs and were disappointed when subsequent lessons of mine did not include songs.  Music is central for transitions in this class and we continued to sing this song.  They have classroom songbooks, including all of the songs in the Rent soundtrack.  Every morning they sing 2-3 songs from their songbooks. 
