SONG FORMS

Cognitive and Curricular Uses

Every song that exists is built on a musical and linguistic framework that contains rhythm, melody, meter,
and linguistic logic, poetry, and patterning. These elements together create song forms that deliver informa-
tion in phrases and stanzas that the human mind easily integrates and remembers. Songs teach the ear to
hear, the mouth to speak, and the heart to sing. GITC also employs songs to teach the mind to think and
remember. Songs, like poems, encapsulate ideas and emphasize major themes through repetition and cre-
scendo. Too, they provide poignant and memorable details, triggering the memory and stimulating a variety
of important cognitive responses. Below are the song forms central to GITC's instruction along with some of
the cognitive benefits and curricular applications. Not every song form is included in the chart below. This
grant will allow Guitars in the Classroom to elaborate on songforms further, and to implement them in new

cirriculum.
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