PIGGYBACK or “ZIPPER” SONG RESOURCES

From Marion Davison, GITC-Victorville, CA

There is a wealth of "piggyback" song material out there to use to teach curriculum through music. Here is a list of the books and other media I use regularly.  All of them use familiar kid's music that is easy to play, with innovative lyrics to teach concepts. 

For teaching sight words, numbers and shapes:


www.heidisongs.net
Heidi, a K teacher in Fontana, has written over a hundred songs to use for spelling sight words, and learning numbers and shapes.  Her wares include CD's, videos, downloadable lyric sheets and worksheets.  

For teaching phonemic awareness:


Phonemic Awareness songs and rhymes, three editions, Fall, Winter, and Spring,
by Kimberly Jordano and Trisha Callella-Jones
Creative Teaching Press
Practically a song-a-day to practice all the elements of phonemic awareness, tied to seasonal themes.  Many activities to support the songs.

For teaching seasonal/science/social studies themes:


Sing a Song All Year Long
by Connie Walters and Diane Totten
T.S. Denison publishers
A wealth of theme based songs with high quality lyrics, with activities and graphics.

Singing the Seasons Plus
by Connie Wilson
includes two CD's, with and without lyrics
Several of the 44 songs in this collection are piggybacks, with good lyrics tied to holiday themes.  The singers are a bit too angelic for my taste.

Piggyback Songs--Seasons and holidays
edited by Kim Bradford
Totline Publications
written by classrooms and teachers, contributed to the publisher.  Lyric quality varies, but it is easy to modify and supplement with your own improvements and additions.  Nice graphics.
includes guitar chords
includes sign language and Spanish pronuciation tips  

Piggyback Songs--Just for Fun (common themes for preschool-grade 1):
edited by Kim Bradford
Totline Publications
written by classrooms and teachers, contributed to the publisher.  Lyric quality varies, but it is easy to modify and supplement with your own improvements and additions.  Nice graphics. It includes guitar chords, includes sign language and Spanish pronuciation tips  

Songs, Action Rhymes, and Fingerplays
edited by Ellen Sussman
Teaching and Learning Company (TLC)
A Wealth of seasonal activities, poetry, songs, graphics, art, for grades Preschool through grade 3


Sing-Along Mini Books for Emergent Readers
by Maria Fleming
Scholastic
20 songs on familiar themes, with mini books to print, color and take home.

The Great Big Book of Classroom Songs, Rhymes, and Cheers
by Ellen Booth Church
Scholastic
Songs, poetry, nursery rhymes, activities for grades Preschool through grade one

Animal Piggyback Songs
compiled by jean Warren
Totline Publications
Classroom or teacher written piggyback songs about animals from every habitat.  Nice graphics.

Storytime Around the Curriculum--Water, Air, Sun and Weather
by Linda Berry,Robin Little, and Ann Fields
Partner Press, Inc.
Each comprehensive unit includes a set of piggyback songs to support the learning.

Multicultural Music
by Connie Walters
T. S. Denison
Many songs, some using foreign language, graphics, art and activities to teach units about foreign countries at a primary level.  Delightful stuff.

